
 

 

 
This award was created as a living memorial for Patsy Lea Core, a student at Normandale in 1976. She 

was interested in fostering imaginative talent in all endeavors, especially creative writing. To continue 

Patsy’s enthusiasm for the arts, we invite Normandale students to enter the competition for cash 

scholarships. The competition aims to recognize the efforts of promising Normandale writers. It is open to 

all Normandale students, regardless of major or experience.  

 

The first-prize winners in both categories, poetry and fiction, will receive cash scholarships of 

approximately $250 and a commemorative certificate. Other winners will receive prizes along with 

commemorative certificates. First, Second, and Third Place winners in each genre will read from their 

work in an awards ceremony and literary celebration, which will be held the evening of Thursday, April 

26 at 7 pm.  Winners must be able to attend the awards night ceremony to receive the award.  

 

Guidelines  
1. Entrants must be currently enrolled at Normandale Community College.  

2. Normandale students may enter in one or both categories: fiction or poetry.  

3. Fiction submissions should be 10 pages maximum (total), typed and double-spaced, at least one-inch 

margins, with page numbers clearly indicated in the bottom right hand corner. Applicants in fiction may 

submit: one short story, OR up to three “flash fictions” (completed stories) max. 10 pp., OR a chapter for 

a novel that can stand on its own, no more than 10 pp. Novel chapters should include a note of up to four 

sentences at the end (beyond the 10 pp. limit) that give a brief synopsis or context within the larger work. 

Each piece must be titled (something other than “untitled”). Entrants are encouraged to submit pieces with 

completed story arcs. 

 

4. Poets may submit up to 6 pages of poetry (no more than 5 poems), typed and single-spaced, with no 

more than one poem per page. All poems must have titles other than ‘Untitled.’ 

 

5. The completed, signed submission form for EACH category (poetry or fiction) must be attached to 

each submission, preferably with a paperclip (no staples). Incomplete submissions will not be judged.  Do 

not put your name on the submitted work, only on the submission form. Submit work and forms to 

Alicia Conroy, F-2217. If Ms. Conroy is not in her office, please submit your entry to the English 

secretary, Jo Forte, in F-2201. Do not slide submissions under the door as they may get lost. For 

information on how to apply online, e-mail alicia.conroy@normandale.edu. 

 

6. The deadline for submissions is Friday, March 30 at 3 pm.  Early entries are encouraged. Winners 

will be contacted some time after April 15 and must attend the awards night on April 26. 

 

7. Manuscripts will not be returned. Please keep copies of your work.  


